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WCNY’s annual Taste of Fame fundraising dinner event features a 
celebrity talent who highlights his or her favorite cuisine, sharing stories 
and inspiration behind each course. Guests enjoy the gala-like 
experience, featuring gourmet food, wine, stories, limousines, and a 
festive atmosphere.

Recipes are prepared in collaboration with our venue’s award-winning 
chefs and culinary team.

Taste of Fame is one of the biggest events in the Upstate New York 
region.

The award-winning event has featured names like Nick Stellino, 
acclaimed 20+ year PBS Chef and cookbook author, Gabriele Corcos 
and Debi Mazar, hosts and husband and wife chefs on the hit Cooking 
Channel show “Extra Virgin,” Richard Blais, chef, restauranteur, James 
Beard nominated cookbook author and television personality, and Vivian 
Howard, chef, television host, cookbook author, and restaurateur.

The Dinner Part I
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VIP ticket holders are invited to an exclusive LIVE 

recording event for WCNY’s TV premier television 

show, Taste of Fame, inside of WCNY’s state-of-the-art 

TV Studios.

In the spirit of the “Actor’s Studio,” our host, in a one-

on-one profile, interviews the talent who shares their 

journey to success, inspiration, and philosophies on the 

future of the culinary world.

Prior to the live recording event, guests enjoy a 

champagne toast meet and greet with you!

The TV Recording Event Part II
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Largest 
attendance 

yet!

Big Attendance Growth!

2018 Taste of Fame 
The 2018 Taste of Fame event with Chef 
Vivian Howard drew an audience of more 
than 400 guests, the largest yet.



Taste of Fame
© WCNY Connected. All Rights Reserved.

6

Strong Community Business Support
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Hear What Our Partners Have to Say

“Wow! I love where WCNY is taking the 
Taste of Fame event this year. So proud 
to be the title sponsor.”
- Mandy DeHate, Assistant Vice 
President, Marketing

“I cannot speak highly enough of last 
year’s event. My guests absolutely 
loved and raved about it! I am going to 
sponsor again and will purchase at 
least one table. The goodwill I received 
last year is too good to pass up.”
- James Burns, CFA, President, CIO

“We really enjoyed the event. It 
certainly didn’t feel like a fundraiser, 
so hats off to all of the folks at WCNY 
for putting on such a great event.” 
- John Paganelli, Partner – Operations 
and Finance

“Thank you for allowing us to be 
apart of such a wonderful event! 
Bravo!
- Raymour & Flanigan Furniture and 
Mattresses
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Hear What Our Guests Have to Say
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PROMOTION
TV, Radio, Print, Web, Social, Billboards, and MORE!
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Your Chosen Cookbook Featured

We will feature your chosen cookbook as a gift to guests, along with an opportunity to receive a signed copy.
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Billboards

Two 10 ft. x 40 ft. illuminated billboards in Syracuse in September and October, each visible to an estimated 100,000 people per day.   

I-81 NORTH 690 EAST
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Television

30-second TV promos and fun “pop-up” reminders 
during our cooking shows aired hundreds of times 
across WCNY’s 5 TV channels, reaching 500,000 
homes across our 19-county broadcast area. 
Presenting, Platinum, Gold, Wine, and Printing 
sponsors were included. 
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Radio

Hundreds of promotional ads blanketed the 
Syracuse and Utica markets, reaching 
hundreds of thousands of listeners across 
several popular stations. 
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Save-The-Date Postcard

Mailed to 4,830 WCNY members. 
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WCNY Connect Magazine

Two-page spreads ran in the 
July/August and September/ 
October issues of WCNY 
CONNECT Magazine; mailed to 
approximately 14,000 members.
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Print Advertising
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Invitation

Mailed to 6,230 WCNY members. 
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PR: The Buzz
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Email

Several e-vites 
and event 
reminders were 
sent to our 
17,000 email 
subscribers.
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Social Media
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Web
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AT THE EVENT
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Experience the Event
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Experience the Event
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Experience the Event
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Experience the Event: The FOOD! 



Taste of Fame 2016 Highlights © WCNY Connected. All Rights Reserved.27

TV RECORDING
FILMED IN WCNY’S STUDIOS



Taste of Fame © WCNY Connected. All Rights Reserved.28

Experience the TV Recording
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Experience the TV Recording
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Experience the TV Recording
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BEHIND THE 
SCENES
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Behind the Scenes at the Oncenter, Dinner Venue
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BE A PART OF 
TASTE OF FAME 2019



Taste of Fame © WCNY Connected. All Rights Reserved.34

Shannon.Hanrahan@wcny.org

(315) 385 -7315  

VP & Chief Development Officer

Shannon Hanrahan

haley.dubnoff@wcny.org

(315) 385 -7317  

Director Marketing, Communications, 

and Creative Services

Haley Dubnoff


